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Schools and Families Educating Children
SAFE Children

Patrick H. Tolan, Deborah Gorman-Smith,
and David Henry, Investigators

Funded by:

Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration



SAFE Children Intervention

Two Components:
(1) Multiple-Family groups

—Weekly, 20 sessions addressed issues
e parenting,
e family relationship characteristics,

e parental involvement and investment in
education

e managing child development in the social
ecology of the inner-city

(2) Tutoring
— phonics-based
— literacy education through reading of books



Helping Families Help Children Grow
oward Success
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Focus of the GREAT Families
Program

Strengthen effective parenting
Increase parent and child coping skills

Strengthen communication and problem
solving skills

Promote strong family-school
partnership



Monitoring Composite
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“Suppose, instead of theorizing, we study human
beings and human lives and the causes of conduct,
and the effectiveness of various forms of treatment

for misconduct.... It means investigating the
Influences that mold the human individual when he

IS most plastic, the influences of childhood and
youth .....” (Healy, 1928, p. 762-767).



The Interdependence of Training, Service
Systems, and Evaluation to Address
Delinquency
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