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Perspective  



Family

• Access to formal supports
• Access to informal 
supports
• Physical & cognitive 
abilities of members
• Behavioral health of 
family members
• Economic stability of 
family members

Community

• Public institutions 
• Private institutions
• Informal supports
• Regional economy
• Physical 
environment

Policy
• Federal policies

• State policies

• Universal policies

• Targeted policies

Circles of 
Influence in Child 
Development

Adapted for Family 
Impact Seminars by 
the University of 
Minnesota Children, 
Youth and Family 
Consortium. Based on 
Bronfenbrenner’s 
Ecology of Human 
Development.

Child
• Personality
• Physical & 

cognitive abilities
• Behavioral health

• Race/ethnicity



Family Impact of Public Policies 

Family Focused Questions: 

What can government and community institutions do 
to enhance the family’s capacity to help itself and 
others?   

What effect does (or will) this policy (or program) 
have for families? Will it help or hurt, strengthen or 
weaken family life?  



The Family Impact Checklist 

 Family support & 
responsibilities 

 Family membership 
& stability 

 Family involvement  
& interdependence 

 Family partnership 
& empowerment 

 Family diversity 

 Support of 
vulnerable families 



How might special education finance 
polices impact families? 

Examples 

• Formula issues: type impacts services 

• Finance equity issues: in district vs.. out 
of district services 

• Cost savings issues: early identification 
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